
706 S. Kalamazoo St. 
The architecture  
of the Pump House 
is unique with its 
exaggerated roofline 
and solitary chimney. 
Water was first 
pumped from local 
“artesian wells”  
or natural springs.  
In 1908 the pump 
was converted from steam to  
hydro-electric power. The wells were 
capped in 1920 and the building was 
left vacant. In 1967 Warner Vineyards 
purchased and restored the building.  
It is now used as a “Wine Haus” for 
visitors. 
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200 S. Kalamazoo St. 
The clubhouse  
was dedicated in 
December 1913  
to serve as an  
inspiration to 
members, “to live 
in the upper realm 
of thought, feeling 
and faculty”.  
During the 19th century, women in 
America became prolific builders of 
vital community institutions. Denied 
access to major institutions by which 
society governed itself and created  
its culture, women used voluntary  
associations to redefine a woman’s 
place and help build their communities.  
The Coterie Club was established  
on October 22, 1890 and disbanded  
in 2009. Throughout more than  
100 years of existence, 698 women  
of Paw Paw were members.  
On September 6, 1980 the clubhouse 
was sold to the Southwest Michigan 
Library Cooperative due to increasing  
costs for maintenance. 

212 E. Paw Paw St. 
On Saturday,  
September 2, 1901 
a vast crowd  
assembled to  
witness the laying 
of the cornerstone 
for the new county 
courthouse. The 
courthouse was to 
be a fine example of American  
Neoclassic architecture, an embodiment  
of the new country’s democratic ideals. 
Upon entering such a building, citizens 
knew intuitively that this was the 
physical embodiment of the majesty 
of the law. The Van Buren County 
Courthouse was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1979. 

9. The Old Pump House 
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111 E. Michigan Ave. 
This building 

served as the first 

Van Buren County 

Courthouse.  

It was moved  

to its current site 

on Main Street  

in 1903, after the 

new courthouse was built. In addition  

to being the first county courthouse,  

this building has been used for many  

purposes throughout the years;  

a feed store, a Youth Center, and now 

serves as the Paw Paw Village Hall. 

1. Paw PawVillage Hall 

8. The Van Buren County Courthouse 
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125 E. Michigan Ave. 
This former home  
of the Paw Paw  
Volunteer Fire  
Department was  
organized in 1868.  
The members 
served without pay 
or compensation. In 
1968 at the 100 year 
celebration of the Volunteer Fire  
Department, it was noted that “over the 
past 100 years, men from every corner of the 
community, from all walks of life, from every 
trade, skill and profession have met on a 
common level as members of the Paw Paw 
Volunteer Fire Department.” Until  
the mid-19th century, fire engines  
were hauled by men or horses.  
Motorized fire engines did not become 
commonplace until the 20th century.  

143 & 145 E. Michigan Ave. 
After a great fire  
ravaged this section 
of the village in  
January 1888,  
George W. Longwell 
(1832-1919)  
purchased two lots 
and constructed  
the present brick 
Italianate-style building.  
With his brother, James M. Longwell 
(1827-1907), he rebuilt Longwell 
Brothers Drugs & Groceries (est. 1850) 
into the left side of the new building. 
The right side became home to the 
Paw Paw Savings Bank. It was  
incorporated in 1886 and failed during 
the Great Depression. The east side  
of the building has housed a barbershop 
and a butcher shop. The Longwell store 
passed down to George’s two sons:  
Edgar Brush Longwell (1863-1927) and 
George W. Longwell Jr. (1866-1945). 
They operated as partners until 1903. 

204 E. Paw Paw St. 
Van Buren County 
Abstract was  
established by  
Milan U. Richardson 
(1846-1896) in 1864. 
In those early days, 
all real estate  
transfer documents 
were drafted and 
cataloged by hand. Working with the 
Van Buren County Register of Deeds’ 
office, the Abstract Office maintained  
a detailed record of all mortgages  
and deeds filed in Van Buren County.  
In 1897 the Abstract was purchased by 
local attorney Harry L. McNeil 
(1870-1940). In 1902 he moved the 
company to this location. The Abstract  
is now owned by Lighthouse Group.  

129 S. Kalamazoo St. 
Between 1883  
and 1929, 1,689  
libraries were built 
in the United States 
using funds donated 
by businessman  
and philanthropist  
Andrew Carnegie. 
In January of 1917 
the widow of Rev. 
E.H. Harvey offered to donate his  
extensive private library if a building 
could be found to house the collection. 
The Coterie Club organized efforts  
to fund the library. The Carnegie 
Foundation was approached and 
$10,000 was secured to build the  
library. The Paw Paw Public Library 
occupied this building for 71 years. 
Ownership of the building reverted 
back to the Village in 1991 and the 
building reopened on June 11, 1995  
as the Carnegie Community Center. 

204 E. Michigan Ave. 

The First National 
Bank opened its 
doors in 1865 at  
another location 
and for two years 
was the only bank  
in the entire county. 
The bank moved  
to this location  
in early 1904.  
The U.S. Post Office was on  
the left hand side until 1939.  
In December 1933 the First National 
Bank was forced into receivership  
and closed its doors. Since that time  
the building has had many owners and  
is now occupied by Edgin Creations. 

2. The Engine House 

3. The Longwell Block 

120 Pine St. 
The Society of the 
First Presbyterian 
Church of Paw Paw 
was organized in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edmund Smith in 
September of 1843.  
In 1845, a house of 
worship was built 
and unfortunately burned in 1856  
and in 1858 the present house of  
worship was dedicated. In 1902, it  
was remodeled. Mrs. Edmund Smith 
donated the funds for a memorial  
window that can still be seen in the 
east end of the sanctuary.  Space was 
added to the west of the main building 
in 1954 to serve the needs of education 
and social activities. In 1955, the  
exterior and interior of the building were 
renovated and the sanctuary enlarged. 

5. The First National Bank 

4. The Presbyterian Church 6.The Abstract Building 

7. The Carnegie Building 


