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903 East Michigan Ave. 
Carl W. and Ethel A. 
Lindermann, around 
1948, built this  
Weschester Deluxe 
Ranch style home 
manufactured by the 
Lustron Corporation  
of Ohio. Lustron  
homes were built  
to address the  
housing shortage after WWII.  
The homes were kits to be assembled 
on site and came in four exterior  
colors; surf blue, dove gray, maize  
yellow, and desert tan.  After only  
three years of production, in 1950, the 
Lustron Corporation went out business 
due to lack of demand for prefabricated 
housing.  An estimated 2000 Lustron 
homes still exist across the nation. 

806 East Michigan Ave.  
One of Paw Paw’s 
leading citizens, 
David Woodman II 
(1818-1904), came 
from Vermont to 
Michigan in 1835. 
He acquired much 
of the land east of 
the village. In 1883 
David and his wife, Jane Harris Woodman, 
built this fine Italianate style home 
which has retained its original 
character. Mr. Woodman was nominated 
by the Greenback Party to run for  
governor in 1878. At the 1893 Chicago 
World’s fair, a family made entirely  
of corncobs, created by Mr. Woodman, 
became one of the most talked about 
displays in the Michigan Pavilion. 
The home remained in the Woodman 
family’s possession until 1920.  

1. The Sherman House 

9. The Lustron House 

211 North Gremps St. 
This 4370 sq. ft. 
Queen Anne style 
home was built by 
John D. Sherman 
(1837-1917),  
a prominent  
feed and grain 
merchant and local 
mill proprietor.  
Mr. Sherman 

resided here with his wife Helen Belfy 
Sherman (1840-1916) and their two  
children: Henry E. and Lula.  The home 
remained in the family until 1938 when  
it was sold to attorney David Anderson 
and his wife Harriet after the death  
of Lula Sherman Underhill.  

8. The Woodman House 

Residential Buildings 

36701 County Road 374 

This grand  
Italianate-style 
home was built  
by Connecticut-born 
carpenter Ela Curtiss 
(1829-1899)  
sometime between 
1860 and 1873. It 
features a spacious 
carriage house, hipped-roof, cupola, 
bracketed cornices, as well as both  
single and paired rectangular windows 
with pediments. At the time of its 
construction the home was located to 
the immediate west of the Van Buren 
County Fairgrounds, which were later 
moved to their current location outside 
of Hartford. The home was purchased 
by the Boothby family in 1956, whose 
descendants still own it today.   
Note: This site is not on the map. 
Follow Michigan Ave. west and 
turn right at Hazen St. light then 
left at North St. light. It is on  
the left, opposite the Paw Paw  
Elementary School campus. 

10.The Curtiss-Boothby House 
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212 North Niles St.  
In 1874, prominent 
dry-goods merchant, 
Charles R. Avery 
(1842-1916), built 
this Italianate style 
home on two lots  
he had purchased 
six years earlier.  
Mr. Avery and his  
wife, Flora A. Kemble  
Avery (1843-1914), had three children. 
Sadly, only one survived to reach 
adulthood. Following Charles’s death, 
both the home and his business were 
passed on to his son Frank R. Avery 
(1877-1931), who lived here until  
his death in 1931.   

405 North Niles St.  
Edward F. Parks 
(1857-1938) was 
married to  Addie L. 
Bangs Parks (1895-
1938). He rose from 
cashier to become 
President of the 
First National  
Bank of Paw Paw.  
They built this grand  
4421 sq. ft. home in 1901. It remains 
one of Paw Paw’s finest Queen Anne 
style homes. Their son Howard Parks, 
also a banker with First National  
Bank, bought the house from his 
parents in 1928. 

401 North Gremps St. 
The appearance  
of this home is  
quite different  
than when it was 
built by Ira J. Brott  
(1858-1928).   
It originally featured  
a wrap-around porch 
with classic Victorian 
spindles and fretwork.   
It was renovated into its current stately 
appearance in 1939 by Clyde C. Sinclair 
(1881-1967) and his wife Elsie M.  
Jones Sinclair (1900-1987). 
 
Mr. Sinclair owned the famous  
Paw Paw Bait Company whose  
hand-painted lures are now highly 
prized by collectors and still in use by 
some.  

417 North Gremps St. 
This classic example 
of a brick Italianate 
style home was built 
by Issac B. Conner  
(1834-1906), a local 
merchant who sold 
agricultural products, 
farm implements, 
and carriages.   
Mr. Conner served  
in the 1st Michigan Cavalry during  
the Civil War.  At the southeast  
corner of the stone foundation,  
a brick stamped 1888, the year the 
house was built, can be found.  
 
The home remained in the Conner 
family until the death of Issac’s wife,  
Dollie Dillie Connor (1840-1920).  

2. The Brott-Sinclair House 

3. The Connor House. 

414North Gremps St. 
This house was  
built by carpenter 
Ela Curtiss (1829-
1899) as his personal 
residence.  Several  
of the original highly 
decorative Folk  
Victorian style  
elements still  
remain. Note the  
symmetrical cross gables with the fish 
scale trim underneath.  In 1911, the 
house was purchased by the Dillion 
family. David Dillion (1843-1922) 
served in the 4 th Michigan Cavalry 
during the Civil War and assisted in 
the capture of Confederate President 
Jefferson Davis in May 1865.   
 
The Dillion family lived here until 
1976, when the home was sold  
to Gary O. and Mary L. Flesher  
by Marianne Dillion McNeal  
and Charles E. McNeil.  

5. The Parks House 

4.The Curtiss-Dillon House 
After graduating 
from the University  
of Michigan  
Law School,  
Harry L. McNeil 
(1870-1940)  
returned to Paw Paw 
to practice law  
and operate the  
Van Buren Abstract 
Company.  In 1898, he built this lovely 
2200 sq. ft. Queen Anne style home.  
Mr. McNeil and his wife, Jennie 
Towers McNeil (1874-1952), resided 
here until 1923 when it was sold to 
Howard E. and Elda L. Englesby. 
      

6.The McNeil House 

7. The Avery House 

Please respect the privacy of the 

property owners and enjoy the 

history and views from public 

spaces. Thank you! 


